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Cover Picrure: Beggar Brother 
St. Paschal Baylon is pictured 
begging for the community’s sup- 
per by entertaining the crowd 
with a few tricks. This is the other 
side of the mystical coin of St. 
Paschal’s life. The side we usually 
see is Paschal out in the field, 
wrapt in prayer, with the vision of 
the Blessed Sacrament in the mon- 
strance before him. His devotion 
was such that Pope Leo XIII in 
1897 made him patron of all Eu- 
charistic societies and congresses. 
But his devotion was real: a life 
of total dedication to Christ the 
King in the Eucharist who was 
served not only in adoration be- 
fore the Blessed Sacrament, but 
by service to the least of His 
brethren in the person of the 
poor, the sick— and even unbe- 
lievers and scoffers whom Paschal 
sometimes had to entertain by the 
funny little episode depicted on 
our front cover. This too was serv- 
ice. And it was leading men to 
Christ in the Eucharist through a 
simple servant. 
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SCENTRAL OFFICE 


Stent ee ee 


DECISIONS ON THE CONSTITUTIONS 


1 
HE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY of the Federated Provinces was charged 
h obtaining a clarification of some points of the constitutions, and 
1 following replies were received in response to questions submitted 
) a decision from the Commissaries General: 
1. Has the Visitor the right to give the papal blessing in virtue of 
# canonical visitation? 
he visitor merely in virtue of his canonical visitation has not the 
at to give the papal blessing. He does not have it ipso jure... but 
gcould naturally take advantage of the fact that the two which are 
Swed each year are not allotted to any fixed date. 


’. Must the scapular have strings? 

She scapular must have strings, even if pinned to the undercloth- 
i The two pieces must be joined by small pieces of tape in the 
jn of a scapular. 


. Can merely a symbolic cord be used which is pinned to the 
ular? 

No provision is made for a “symbolic cord.” It is a question of all 
none. Article 17 can always be applied. 


|. If a new fraternity is erected and half of the councillors of the 
tinal fraternity join this new fraternity, can the original fraternity 
se a special election to select new councillors to replace those 
msferred? 

vn such a radical case it would be quite in order to call the whole 
jinal fraternity for a general election. It is also always advisable 
view of the above to have more than the bare minimum of dis- 
ts so that the requisite number will always be available for voting. 


i 
| 


|. If the method of electing officers recommended by the consti- 
sons is not used, is any other method advocated? 

\f the method recommended is not used, any other way may be 
1 which safeguards the provisions laid down in common law. 


E 
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HOUR OF ST. FRANCIS TV — CHAIRMEN 


The director of the Hour of St. Francis, Fr. Hugh Noonan, repor 
that the pledges are coming in as a result of the first showings oft 
film “The Third Order Story.” A full report will be given later. Rig 
now Fr. Hugh warns that the Fraternity TV Chairmen must cari 
out their assignments as outlined in the Manual which each Frat 
nity Chairman receives. 

Where donation envelopes have been distributed and collect 
according to the procedure described in the manual of operatio 
the amount pledged has been infinitely higher than where oth 
methods have been used. | 

Therefore: 

1. Make sure that every tertiary in your fraternity has a leafll 
and donation envelope prior to the showing of the film if possibl| 
Be sure to have an extra supply on hand for those who do not bri’ 
their leaflet (describing the TV program) and envelope (donatix 
and pledge envelope) to the film showing, and pass them around | 
those who did not bring theirs. 


2. Before the tertiaries leave the film showing, collect the donatii 
envelopes. Once the people leave the meeting, good intentions oftt 
leave with them. 


3. Remove the donations from the envelopes, and mail these 
velopes, as also the check or money order for the total amount, 
“Hour of St. Francis,” 218 East 12th Street, Los Angeles 15, Ci 
fornia. Send a copy of the report to your Regional Director, a: 
keep one copy for the fraternity files. 

All tertiaries and officers can assist in making this vital progr? 
run smoothly and in the manner outlined. 


THIRD ORDER INSTITUTE 
Quincy College — June 10 - 12 
Friday, June 10 


7:30 P.M. Joint Meeting of the Executive Board and the Rew 
end Commissaries—Fr. John McGuirk T.O.R.— 


Saturday, June 11 


9:00 A.M. The Rule of the Third Order Secular, Past and Pres@ 
—Fr. Marion Habig O.F.M.— 


10:30 A.M. <A Third Order Provincial Office—its value and fit | 
tions—Fr. Jovian Weigel O.F.M.— | 
(See page 132) 
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Chaugiug a | Climate 


| A SUBURBAN NEIGHBORHOOD, thoroughly Catholic, the priests preached 
eu the Masses on proper Sunday observance. They noted carefully the 
inction between servile work and recreation, citing such obvious ex- 
ples as painting houses and building garages as ele work.” 

ut the good seed of the sermon fell on deaf ears. By mid-day everyone 
rhe neighborhood, even those directly across from the church, were mow- 
eens, fixing (one painting houses and building garages. ) 
jo doubt the other members of the family were at the supermarkets 
‘oping for the week, or out trying to get a bargain from some well-ad- 
jised furniture or automobile dealer. 

hese sloven consciences betoken sloven concepts of what Sunday really is. 
, not only that, they indicate sloven training in the rudiments of Sunday 
rvance. 

jee sees it in church. Children used to confess that they “talked and 
ished in church.” Now parents pay little attention to their talking chil- 
4 in church. “The Lord doesn’t mind,” they say. But the mind of the 
42 child has lost respect and awe for a holy place when it sees parents, in 
rst of neighborliness and togetherness, talk and whisper in church. This 
| aly a tiny area of Sunday observance, but it points up a lesson. 
i, children do not learn respect and reverence for God and his house, 
4. the day of the week which God asks us to set aside for honoring him 
ins little. We used to have our special “Sunday clothes” worn just for 
bch when we looked spic and span for God to see—a human way of 
‘cating that our souls ought to be clean too. Now anything goes—even 
air curlers at the communion rail. Shorts. Sports wear. Jeane. 


| this respect for God, his house and his day? 
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A Ree Tuirp ORDER in the United States, in youthful enthusiasm a few yez 
ago, undertook to change the flow of a whole generation away from t 
sucking ensnarement into the drain-like swirl of secularized Sundays. Si 
then it has consistently tried to alter a conscience-climate that had allow 
Sunday to pass into desuetude. “Stop! Don’t Shop on Sunday!” its slog 
read. Its latest slogan is “Work with God Six Days—Rest with God Sunday; 
In the intervening years we have seen legislation passed on every nih 
city, county, state. And we have seen the ensuing court battles and the 
versed decisions of the courts against any hampering of “business as us 
on Sundays.” Sunday legislation, like the Eighteenth Amendment, ie 
not seem to be the answer. 
The answer lies in attempting to change the conscience-climate from | 
apathetic acknowledgment of Sunday as God’s day, to an eager awareni 
of man’s duty to reverence and honor God with worship on Sundays. 


Though law can support a precept, still it rests with us to continue ¢ 
educate the public conscience. And that can only be done by fulfilling | 
precept of the Third Order rule enjoining tertiaries to “give good examph 


There is a crude but expressive way of saying we must give good exam 
and do our own home work: Chew your own cud! 


—Mark HeEcENER O.F.M. 


INSTITUTE 


(From page 130) 


2:00 P.M. A Third Order Provincial Board—its personnel ¢ 
function—Fr. Ulric Buening O.F.M. Cap.— 


3:30 P.M. The Tertiary’s Role as an Administrator—Walter i 
Hartz— | 


5:00 P.M. Third Order Publicity—Mr. James Barry— 


7:30 P.M. A Third Order Provincial Bulletin and Manual of iy 
ulations—Fr. Brendan Mitchell O.F.M.— 


Sunday, June 12 


9:00 A.M. The duties of a Provincial Treasurer 
—Mr. William E. Corcoran— 


10:30 A.M. What Constitutes a Good Visitation 
—Fr. Adolph Bernholz O.F.M. Conv.— 


2:00 P.M.  Inter-Provincial Activity | 
—Fr. Philip Marquard O.F.M. — Mr. Leo Leddy—7 


3:30 P.M. Important Conclusions 
—FKr. Nathaniel Sonntag O.F.M. Cap. 
Tuition: $15.00 
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Sanctification of Sunday 
by Philip Marquard O.F.M. 


he month of May has been set aside by the Executive Board and the Rev- 
nd Commissaries as a time for tertiaries to renew their determination to pro- 
te the sanctification of Sunday. Hence this conference outline. 

HE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK’ (JN. 20, 19). ; 
he first sanction of Sunday in the New Testament is found in St. John’s 
spel: “The first of the week, though the doors where the disciples gath- 
-d had been closed for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the 
tdst.” In the old Testament the sanctification of the Sabbath was com- 
nded in Exodus 20, 8 “Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath day.” 
the New Testament, Sunday is of no less importance. 


hy Sunday? 

. The change from the Sabbath to Sunday was effected by the Apostles, 

because :-— 

a) The work of Creation began on Sunday. 

b) Our Lord arose from the dead on Sunday, Matt. 28,1. 

c) The Apostles received the power of absolution that day, John 20, 23. 

d) The Holy Spirit came down on them on a Sunday (Pentecost). 

. The Bible does not teach this observance of the Sunday. But we know 
t the Bible is not the sole rule of faith. 

4. The Sunday is as sacred now, as was the Sabbath of old. 


Sanctification of Sunday 

. Principles underlying this question:— 

+ a) The whole of our time belongs to God. The sixteenth verse of psalm 
enty-three reads: “Thine is the day, and thine is the night.” He might 
refore claim it all for himself exclusively. 

{ b) The voice of nature also bids us to devote some of our time to God. 

* nations have observed days for sacred rites. 

+ ec) Our real work is the salvation of our souls. To it therefore we 

be give time, as to sleep, etc. The first purpose of your Third Order Rule 

Rages reification 

| d) We must honor God by befitting service. Hence the public ob- 

vance of times given to God. And God expressly determines what time 

| requires of us ext through wordly cares, etc. we forget it. 

+ e) Though the particular day be changed, from the Sabbath to Sun- 

i, the principle remains the same—one day in seven. 

». Means of sanctifying the Sunday :— 

} a) As an obligation:— 

aa) Participating actively in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. To 
a tertiary this should be not merely an obligation but a tre- 
mendous privilege. 

| bb) Resting from servile work, all unnecessary manual labor. 

| Danger of home owners getting lost in the material things of 

tea their homes on Sunday. As a tertiary you should promote the 
spiritual and cultural and social values of a Christian home. 

b) As a counsel :— 

aa) Attending other church services, as Benediction, Forty Hours, 
Third Order meeting, Pilgrimages and the like. 
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bb) Spiritual reading. Personal spiritual reading and family “pin 
ual reading. Children are. particularly influenced and 
spired by a thorough knowledge of Christ, Mary, the saix 
and missionaries. Religion is an adventure and all must | 
challenged to follow its heroes. 
c) Wholesome recreation, within limits. Not merely passive entertak 
ment. Family recreation as outings and picnics. 
3. Neglect of this sanctification a great evil: 
a) A grevious sin of disobedience to God and his Church. Three how 
of unnecessary manual labor a mortal sin. ; 
b) The sin of scandal and bad example. You as a tertiary have t) 
special obligation of giving a good example. This is the secondary purpo 
of your rule. | 
c) An injustice—robbing God of his glory. : 
d) Many evils flow from such neglect :— 

aa) Spiritual—indifference, tepidity, loss of faith. 
bb) Temporal—no blessing of God on unnecessary work done | 
Sunday. 
cc) Family—Breakdown of family life. As a tertiary you hai 
the obligation to do all in your power to build up good fami 
life. The correct observance of Sunday is one of the best wa: 
dd) Commercialism—buying and selling on Sunday. As a Cat 
lic and a tertiary you must refrain from any unnecessa 
buying and selling on Sunday. Your example in this rega 
is of paramount importance. You should support all eda 

tional programs and all good legislation to this end. 


Ill. Conclusion 


Remember your tertiary slogan: “Work with God six days—rest w 
God Sunday.” God’s blessings will be yours if you have the highest respy 
for his day. 


Sunday Code for Catholics 


Advocates of the code seek to pledge Catholics not to do “‘any unnecessei 
buying, selling or shopping on Sunday."’ It calls for ‘‘deeper family unity throu} 
Sunday family worship."’ 

The code was drawn up by members of the New York Professional sodalii 
composed of Catholic professional men and women. 

It was made public during the Sodality Congress of the Lay apostolate, hel 
here and attended by some 2,000 delegates from all over the U. S. and Canae 

The text of the code follows: 

To keep holy the Sabbath day — 

—I WILL be on time for Sunday Mass. 

—I WILL devoutly participate in offering the Holy Sacrifice by using if 
missal. : 

—I WILL adopt as my general practice the reception of the Holy Euck 
rist each Sunday. 

—I WILL join in the prayers for peace and the conversion of Russia at 'f 
end of the Mass. | 

—I! WILL attempt to foster deeper family unity through Sunday family W? 
ship. 1 
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| WILL support the Church in every way in which my talents or my re- 
rces can advance the cause of Our Lord. 

—| WILL seek that rest and relaxation that befits the Sabbath and strength- 
i family ties, remembering that my conduct gives good or bad example. 

| WILL take advantage of the leisure provided on this day to broaden 
f knowledge of Christian principles and teachings as found in the many 
holic publications. 

—I| WILL NOT perform any unnecessary servile work. 

—| WILL NOT do any unnecessary buying, selling or shopping on Sunday. 
—I WILL remember that the activities of Saturday, the eve of the Lord’s 
, should fittingly prepare me for, and not interfere with the reception of 
great blessings and graces God has reserved for me on his day. 


Third Onder of St. Franca 


Youth Cougress 


Commemorating 


THe 700TH CENTENARY OF BLESSED Lucius 
THE First TERTIARY 


THEME: TertrarismM, A SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN 
AND FRANCISCAN PERFECTION 


| 
| 
| 


at 


NOS TIR bea DEAS Ee UNE VERS DY 
August 16-19, 1960 


Sponsored by 
The Federated Provinces 
of the Third Order of St. Francis 


j Under the Patronage of 
' The Most Rev. Leo Pursley, D.D. 
' Bishop of Fort Wayne 


| TUESDAY, AUGUST 16 
istration 10:00 A.M. to 10:00 P.M. (Waiting Room Bus Stop) 
tlcome Party 8:00 P.M. in the Drill Hall 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 17 
400 A.M. Low Masses and Holy Communion 

.00 A.M. Breakfast 

430 A.M. High Mass and Spiritual Address by 

| Bishop Leo Pursley, D.D. (Sacred Heart Church) 
45 A.M. General Opening Session 

Keynote Address: T. O. Youth and Leadership 
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12:00 Noon 


1:45 
2:00 


10:30 
11:00 


12:00 


1:30 
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P.M. 
P.M. 


A.M. 
A.M. 


Noon 


Luncheon 

Tertiary Office 

Panel and Kineposium—‘“T. O. School of Christian 

Perfection” 

Two separate sessions: Metropolitan and College 
High School Tertiaries 

Seminarians’ Topics: What the Clerics are doing 
relative to the Third Order 


i 


Recess 

General Action Meeting 

“Tertiary Youth and Interracial Charity 
Recess 

Dinner 

General Session ; 
“You—A TV Missionary” : 
Social—Bonfire Songfest 

Special Entertainment for Seminarians 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 18 


High Mass and Holy Communion | 

Breakfast 

Tertiary Office 

Panel and Kineposium—‘T. O. School of 

Franciscanism” 

Two separate sessions: Metropolitan and College 
High School 

Seminarians’ Topic: “Promotion of the Third Order 

Recess 

General Session 

Business Meeting 

Luncheon 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 18 


General Action Session 
“T. O. Youth Decent Literature” 
Separate Seminarians’ Topic: “Zeal and Enthusias) 
for the Third Order} 

Franciscan Family Afternoon 
Dinner 
Candlelight Procession to the Grotto 
Marian Conference 
Director and Moderators’ Meeting 
Social: Tertiaries 

Seminarians (private) 
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 19 

:00 A.M. High Mass and Holy Communion 

700 A.M. Breakfast. 

700 A.M. Tertiary Office 

315 A.M. Panel Discussion “T. O. Youth and Apostolic Action” 

Two separate sessions: Metropolitan and College 
High School Tertiaries 

Seminarians’ Topic: | Works of the Apostolate and 
the Third Order 

+15 A.M. Recess 

:30 A.M. General Business Session—“Accepting the Challenge” 

:30 A.M. Luncheon and close of the Congress 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


Registration fee: $3.50 
Deadline for registrations: August 4th 
Private Room per day: $3.00 
Two in a room per day: $2.00 
Meal Ticket: $12.50—(3 meals on Wednesday and 
Thursday, 2 on Friday) 


ISTRATION FORM 


ne: Mr. Mrs. Miss 


VATERNITY NAME 


Bh School College : _Seminarian____ 
“ropolitan 

Wate Room 

> in Room With whom? 


| 
‘ SS ——. ——. 
- = —— z 


tnd your registration through your Director or Moderator if possible. 


| All Registrations to: Mr. Wm. Corcoran 
| 825 Academy Avenue 
Cincinnati 5, Ohio 


fistration fee of $3.50 must accompany your registration. If you arrive before 
:00 A.M. on Tuesday, make your own arrangements for Mass and breakfast 
BSouth Bend. Your other meals on Tuesday can be purchased in the cafeteria 
4 the campus. 

| 
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shue, Regina Mtucrum! 


by Peggy Loftus, Tertiary 
Quincy College 


Ae GENUINE FORM of Franciscan 
spirituality, as well as its various char- 
acteristics and its constituent elements, 
is based solidly upon, and must be 
viewed in the light of the doctrine 
which Franciscan theology has de- 
veloped about Christ, the Incarnate 
Son of God, 

Basing their synthesis on the Sapien- 
tial Books of the Old Testament and 
the Epistles of St. Paul, the great 
Franciscan theologians—men like St. 
Bonaventure and Blessed John Duns 
Scotus—have attributed to the God- 
Man an absolute and universal Prim- 
acy in the order of Divine Predesti- 
nation. 

Now, that might sound like noth- 
ing more than a hodge-podge of theo- 
logical mumbo-jumbo, but in_ less 
technical jargon this great doctrine 
of the Primacy—without a doubt the 
bedrock foundation for any legitimate 
Franciscan spirituality—comes down 
to this. “God,” St. John tells us, “is 
Love!” In one great transport of en- 
thusiasm, the tremendous eagle-soul 
of the Evangelist has soared to dizzy 
heights in his attempt to give us what 
is perhaps the only scriptural defini- 
tion of God’s essence. God is Love! 
God Is Love 

Now, it’s our rather common ex- 
perience—even on the purely human 
level—that love tends to go out of 
itself, to seek an object. The most 
natural question, for example, when 
our starry-eyed adolescent tells us 
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dreamily that he’s in love, is a quid 
“With Whom?” Almost instinctivel 
we recognize that love, if it is to k 
love at all, seeks an object. / 
And so with God! The very life ¢ 
the Trinity is one eternal, throbbin 
ceaseless canticle of love. God, ho 
ever, in his infinite wisdom and boune 
less goodness, willed to love outside ¢ 


himself, outside of his Triune a 


ence. He willed to love infinitely 
only he can love—and to be lov 
infinitely in return. But the phil 
phers tell us that created being, fini 
as it necessarily is, is utterly incapabt 
of an infinite act. God, then, migk 
love a creature infinitely, but there ea 
be no question of an infinite retut 
of love. : 
Right here is where the feeble i 
tellect of man collapses completely bi 
fore the boundless wisdom and omni 
potence of God. Before the world bt 
gan, before He created the surgini 
oceans, the bottomless canyons, befor 
He fashioned the pure angelic spir‘ 
or brought forth, from the slime | 
his earth, his Adam and Eve—Guo 
decreed that his only-begotten Soi 
the Second Person of the Most Bless 
Trinity, should take human fleg 
should become a Man among mé 
should become a perfect Adorer, 
perfect Lover. Christ, then, was, fre 
all eternity, the manifestation of I! 
vine Love outside of itself, He wi 
truly God—and so capable of the I) 


finite. He was, in every sense, a Md 


FORU/ 


i most perfect among men. 


(his is the very rock-bottom tounda- 
h of Franciscan spirituality. With- 


jmacy doctrine, we can’t hope to 
#lerstand the various other elements 
tthe Franciscan spirit. And it is di- 
itly in the light of this teaching 
7t Mary plays her magnificent role 
$the Franciscan drama of Divine 
fodness. The point is this: the Fran- 
yan school places the predestination 
§ Mary immediately after that of 
Hist. Many Franciscan scholars, in 
it, have affirmed that our Lord 
il his Blessed Mother were willed 
ibne and the same decree. It is rather 
resting to note right here that Pius 
adopted this very teaching in his 
yal Bull (Ineffabilis Deus) defining 
dogma of the Immaculate Con- 
@tion. 


have seen that the Incarnate Word 
s the very first Creature decreed in 
Divine Will of God. But both 
fs IX and our late Holy Father, 
Hs XII, agree that Christ and Mary 
We willed in one and the same de- 
se (uno eodemque decreto). Thus, 
try was decreed WITH Christ—and 
# has been given an undisputed place 
vh him. 
‘ust as Christ was willed absolutely 
‘the Most Blessed Trinity from all 
“nity: so Mary, too, owes her exis- 
ce, not to the sin of Adam and 
t-—as if she were dependent upon 
(ir pride and. selfishness for her 
‘Ited position in the divine scheme 
freality—but to the eternal love of 
d, who wished to manifest himself 
Pree of himself. In her Son, and 
his sake, Mary becomes the very 
st woman among women, the 
other of the Incarnate Word— 
j.een, also, because he is King. Fran- 
'-an theology, then, places Christ the 
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a clear-cut understanding of the © 


King at the very apex of the pyramid 
of creation; with him, and existing for 
him is Mary, his Mother and his 
Queen. 

For Christ and for his Mother, God 
has been pleased to fashion a Kanes 
dom. That is precisely where we come 
in! We have been created for Mary _ 
—yjust as we have been created for 
Christ! She is our Mother and our 
Queen in the most real sense possible. 
We have been brought into existence 
as part of the universal kingdom of 
Christ and Mary; and thus honor and 
devotion to the Mother of God is not 
a matter of choice or emotion. It is the 
immutable will of God! 


Francis’ Devotion to Mary 

The thought of Mary’s Motherhood 
and her sovereign Queenship over men 
stirred the great seraphic heart of St. 
Francis to its very depths. St. Bona- 
venture, in his biography of the Saint, 
has this to say: “(Francis) . . . loved 
the Mother of the Lord fer Christ 
with a tremendous affection . . . in 
her, after Christ he put his chief trust, 
making her his patron and that of his 
Brothers. Soucy 

He always considered the little 
chapel of Our Lady of the Angels 
as the mother-church and seat of the 
Order, and prayed frequently that 
“the most holy Virgin” would extend a 
maternal protection over its members 
-—present and to come, Mary, he told 
his followers so frequently, is our 
Mother because she has given Christ 
to us as our Brother and_ because 
she was the inseparable companion of 
his poverty and his suffering. 

With an instinct born of holiness 
Francis seemed to grasp intuitively 
Mary’s exalted position next to the 
God-Man. Again and again in his 
writings we note a striking charac- 
teristic: he seldom mentions Christ 
without at the same time mentioning 
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Mary also. He composed an entire 
work in her honor, the “Salutation of 
the Blessed Virgin,’ and another 
splendid praise of her entitled: “Of 
the Virtues With Which the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Was Adorned. . .” 


Franciscan Mariologists 

But Francis was a mystic—not a 
systematic theologian. The task of put- 
ting his spirit into some solid theologi- 
cal synthesis was left to the great 
Franciscan scholars of a later day. 
And the brightest intellectual lights 
the Order has produced have not 
failed to recognize the exalted posi- 
tion Mary must necessarily hold if 
Franciscanism is to be truly Christ- 
centered. 

One of the most brilliant of Fran- 
ciscan Mariologists died shortly after 
St. Francis himself. It was Anthony 
of Padua who, in the stirring sermons 
he delivered in the vernacular, popu- 
larized such Marian devotions as the 
Divine Maternity, the virgin birth, 
and Mary’s perpetual virginity. He 
gave tremendous impetus to the theo- 
logical discussion of Mary’s Assump- 
tion and was considered quite revo- 
lutionary when he insisted on her po- 
sition as Coredemptrix and Mediatrix 
of all graces, 

The order was still warm with the 
deep glow of Anthony’s fervor when 
the great Bonaventure, Minister 
General of the entire order and a 
prince of the Church, began his bril- 
liant career, A faithful pupil of Ber- 
nard of Clairvaux, St. Bonaventure 
bent his crystal clear intellect to a 
defense of Mary’s position as core- 
demptrix and the doctrine of her 
bodily assumption. 

No Franciscan, however, has con- 
tributed more to the cult and the 
study of Mary than the thirteenth- 
century Scotch Friar, Bleessed John 
Duns Scotus. No sooner had he freed 
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the God-Man from any dependena 
upon Original Sin in his brilliant e i 
position of the primacy, than he tum 
to the Mother of Christ, in order / 
liberate her also from any strain 
the same sin. : 
By the time of the Middle Age 
devotion to Mary’s Immaculate Co} 
ception was well-established in t 
Church throughout all of Europe. T 
great theologians of the day, howey 
were opposed to any formal deel 
ation of the dogma because of tl 
theological difficulties involved. Pe 
haps the greatest obstacle in the wi 
of any official pronouncement 
the seemingly insurmountable dif 
culty in reconciling this dogma wil 
the Church’s teaching on universal 1 
demption. 
Great men like St. Bernard, ¢ 
Albert, and even Aquinas hims 
could offer no satisfactory answer 
this basic difficulty: if Mary was ‘ 
ceived immaculate, she would hay 
had no need of redemption, and th 
Christ could lay no claim as 
universal Saviour of all mankind!t 


Mary’s Champion 

With the razor-sharp intellect tht 
characterized his philosophical spec 
lation, Scotus cut through to the hes 
of the problem and came up if 
the solution that paved the way : 
the infallible papal definition in 188 

Mary, he said, would certainly ha 
contracted Original Sin by reason‘ 
her natural procreation, had she 4 
been kept from it by reason of Chr) 
the Mediator (nisi fuisset praever 
per gratiam Mediatoris—Ordinati} 
Scotus insisted, first at Oxford a 
later at Paris, on the distinction ‘| 
tween the liberative redemptior) 
whereby we have been freed from | 
stain of Original Sin—and the | 
servative—by means of which ¢ 
Blessed Mother, in view of the fut) 
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wits of her Divine Son, was pre- 
ved completely intact, from the 
iy first instant of. her conception. 
ven more than this, Scotus in- 
d that such preservation was a 
re sublime mode of redemption, 
i therefore heightened, rather than 
ened, the dignity of Christ as Re- 
meer. In other words, unlike the 
of Adam’s children—who are 
ed up into the grace-filled hands 
a loving Father after the Fall— 
wry was prevented completely from 
ing, because of the great dignity 
d had intended from all eternity to 
}tow upon her. 
it’s easy to see, then, that as Fran- 
ans we have a priceless Marian 
itage which we simply can’t afford 
# lose. The order has been most 
luential in spreading honor and 
Wotion to Mary, because we have 
td to keep our seraphic Father’s 
eit—a truly Marian spirit—alive 
H throbbing in the bloodstream of 
Church. Francis wishes it! That 
tuld be enough for us! 
Pope St. Pius X, commenting on 
) grand devotion Francis had _to- 
Hrd the Mother of God, waxed 
quent when he described the “ear- 
tness with which Francis entrusted 
Brothers to her. He made her the 
Hroness of his order, and he placed 
ther care the children whom he 
3; about to leave, to be cherished 
1 protected unto the end!” 
t 


Ve Franciscan Spirit 

lLet’s take stock of our own Marian 
cit! If we are like countless others 
jo like to think of themselves as 
j/out and interested Catholics, we’ve 
»bably gone through quite a few 
‘rs in the spiritual life catalogue- 
\ Mary among the dozen or so 
us practices we somehow manage 
perform in the course of a week 


ja month. 
| 
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Such a Franciscan has missed the 
point completely! Mary is as_ inti- 
mately tied up in our lives as our 
holy Father St. Francis himself! A 
Franciscan who does not love Mary 
with every fiber of his being is no 
Franciscan at all. Next to Christ, 
Mary is our all! 

Let’s get down to a few concrete 
cases. What are we doing to spread 
the honor and glory of our Mother— 
first in our own lives, and then in 
the lives of each and_ every soul with 
whom we come in contact? Far too 
few people realize, for instance, that 
the Church has given the order its 
own rosary. Recognizing the tremen- 
dous devotion which Franciscans have 
ever fostered for the Mother of Christ, 
the Church has enriched the Fran- 
ciscan Crown, or the Rosary of the 
Seven Joys, with countless indulgences, 
far greater than those granted to any 
other rosary. 

But this is just another outlet which 
Franciscans have found for their love 
of the most Blessed Mother. The point 
is: what are we doing. God forbid 
that we should rest on the laurels of 
the past! We’re living in a Marian 
age, and Franciscans can’t afford to 
lag behind! Think it over. The renais- 
sance must first come within the indi- 
vidual tertiary. Its not too late to 
begin fostering a deep and solid de- 
votion to the Queen and the Mother 
of the whole Order! 

It’s only when Mary becomes the 
great Lady and the Queen of our 
lives, that our Franciscan profession 
will become the total dedication of 
our very selves to Christ—the dynam- 
ic center of all Franciscan living— 
through Mary, his most Blessed 
Mother, and our Franciscan habit 
will begin at last to cover a truly 
Franciscan heart! 
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BuVee Acts Bree Raila 


Cc DOES NOT DESTROY nature; it 
builds on it. God is the author of 
nature and grace and certainly he 
does not work at cross purposes. Sup- 
pose then we are irascible and short- 
tempered, shy and retiring, tempera- 
mental and sensitive, what of it? Grace 
takes us as we are—the irascible, the 
meek, the intrepid, the affectionate— 
and elevates, ennobles and gently 
bends and shapes us. 

Grace, however, wants a wide 
awake, alert reception. Grace wants 
enthusiasm. Wherever grace meets 
with enthusiasm, there we find holi- 
ness. There are still a lot of holy 
people in the world. There are thou- 
sands of people who rub shoulders with 
sin in our crowded street cars and 
buses, in our workshops and offices. 
They are not besmirched by the con- 
tagion. There are good clean men 
in our workshops; there are pure vir- 
tuous girls in our offices; there are 
self-sacrificing mothers and dutiful fa- 
thers. These people are such because 
they have more enthusiasm for God 
than for sinful alluring pleasure. There 
are many young people who preserve 
their innocence despite contact with 
evil. They can dance and play, go 
places and do interesting things, and 
the next morning meet at the Com- 
munion rail, 

Though they have a zest for living, 
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Guide Lines 
TO GOD 


NIMETH-: 
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they have not forgotten Life. In © 
swirl of the dance, in their quest fei 
fun, they reserve some of their er 
thusiasm for God. That is why in 0 
twentieth century we have our saint 
our little saints. If we look for it, 
can see sanctity eddying around t 
corner, dwelling in the hovels of 
poor, living in the mansions of 
rich, poring over books, editing a 
newspaper, pecking at a_ typewrite: 
These are people who know the ex 
citing, scintillating experience of a fw 
life because they are enthusiastic fa 
the things that really count. 

It was this youthful bubbling ove 
this fervid effervescence that account 
for the gallant action of St. Frana 
of Assisi as he sallies forth a confider 
troubador of Christ. See the glowiri 
enthusiasm of St. Ignatius as his fie: 
nature, his soldierly disposition biv 
his followers to conquer the world fi 
Christ. See the enthusiasm of St, Fra‘ 
cis Xavier as he brushes aside tl 
glamour of a promising brilliant care} 
in teaching to set sail for the far fluy 
shores of India. Grace built on the ¢ 
fectionate lyrical nature of St. Fran¢ 
of Assisi, the aggressive militaristic 
ture of Ignatius Loyola, the ard 
sporting nature of St. Francis Xavit 
Because grace found in these nature 
willing enthusiasm, grace was able | 
build saints. 
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7 HE QUESTION OF Sunday observ- 
ire, though subject matter for sacred 
jtory, is none the less vitally tied 
¥ with our social and economic 


er: “For the people, the question 
Sunday is still more important. It 
he main question of the day.” 

Whether Christian or pagan, civil- 


¢should render him a religious wor- 
yp. The observance of Sunday is 
sed upon this fact. St. Thomas is 
site explicit on the question: “Man,” 
}says, “should so order his life that 
re is time for spiritual things, that 
to say, to offer to God the cult that 
due him.” Man, in order to attend 
spiritual duties, should from time 
{time be able to withdraw from 
faporal cares. 

(Should this rest be frequent? The 
fernating days and nights invite daily 
t. We are told by physiologists that 
sides the night repose, man’s con- 
ution demands a complete relaxa- 
in one day in seven or else we have 
ore old-age. We are taught the 
ne lesson by natural law. Further 
Limiitations have been traced by the 
sitive law throughout the course of 
tory. 

We read in the Book of Genesis the 
it declaration which came from 
rd himself: “And he rested on the 
venth day from all His work which 
: had done.” “And the blessed the 


“Sunday, The Lord’s Day” 


by Marie Layne 


seventh day, and sanctified it.” Je- 
hovah gave to Moses the following 
precept: “Remember that thou keep 
holy the Sabbath day. Six days shalt 
thou labor, and shalt do all thy works. 
But on the seventh day, is the Sabbath 
of the Lord thy God; thou shalt do no 
work on it.” When Christ came, he 
purified this law of the exaggerated 
formalism that had crept into it. 
Easter morning events changed defi- 
nitely the day of worship from Satur- 
day to Sunday. Ever since it has been 
the desire and the work of the Church 
to have the repose and sanctification 
of Sunday accepted in all places and 
by all mankind. 

Also, the principles of moral law 
favor the teachings of the natural and 
the positive laws in this matter. For 
the unique group, social order de- 
mands a unique day of rest which is 
mankind in the presence of God. 
Shouldn’t he who put order in the 
universide preside over man’s rest as 
well as his labor? 

Socialists are always proclaiming the 
equality of all men. Yet there must be 
inequalities as long as there are men 
with different degrees of intelligence, 
talent, ability and strength. However, 
there is one time and place where each 
week men may meet as brothers in 
Christ and that is the parish church. 
Rich and poor, educated and ignorant, 
strong and weak there on common 
ground. They receive the same teach- 
ing and the same sacraments without 
any favoritism, 


(See page 151) 
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What Are 
You 
Afraid Of? 


By Florence Wedge 


I F YOU'RE AN AVERAGE person, like the 
great majority of us are, seven secret 
fears are probably following you in 
and out like your shadow. No census 
of the frightened has been taken, but 
a famous student of human nature has 
interviewed hundreds of persons from 
every walk of life, and he asserts that 
the average person is plagued by as 
many as seven big fears. 


Some time ago, this psychologist’s 
office assistant authored an article on 
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faith?” 


those seven secret fears and how { 
conquer them. The feature was scir} 
tillating in parts. What impressed m 
however, was the absence of all nf 
ence to God and religious values. 

all appearances the author had n 
thumbed through the Scriptures, whi 
are really God’s blueprint for happ 
and courageous living, to see what th 
Creator of the world had to offer t 
His human children tormented by om 
or more of those seven fears. (> 


In his shining little masterpiec: 
Why I Know There Is a God, the lai 
Fulton Oursler tells how Profess 
Ernest M. Ligon, greatest of mode 
child experimenters, declared when F 
received his degree at Yale Theologic: 
Seminary, that Jesus of Nazareth 
“the soundest psychologist ever * 
guide mortal behavior.” The logics 
step for us, therefore, is to elimina 
forever a possible eighth fear—the fe: 
of putting all our trust in God a 
taking him by the hand to help us alla! 
all our other fears. 


pels are an appeal to our wholeheart 
confidence in God? Christ pleads wi” 
us to cast out all fear. Remember tht 
angel who struck terror into the heam 
of the guard at the sepulcher of th 
Lord? It was the same angelic spi 
who told the holy women not *: 
be afraid, “for I know that you sed 
Jesus.” A few moments later, the rise 
Savior manifested himself to the wy 
men and said, “Do not be afraid; g! 
take word to my brethren. . . .” 7 
the eleven Apostles, the risen Chri 
said, “Peace to you! It is I, do not] 
afraid.” When the Apostles awoke thal 


Have you ever noticed how the ‘ 


Divine Friend and implored him | 
still the tempest on the Sea of Galil 
he did command to the elements; bi 
he also chided the doubting met 
“Why are you fearful, O you of litt! 


What is the question he is putting 
fall of us who believe in his message 
i his redemption. 


et us bring our fears to ina, that 
ough his gracious assistance we may 
tn to conquer them or at least to 
= with them. 


W. Fear of illness. Fear of illness and 
n is often ungrounded. Take the 
fe of the woman who was sincerely 
winced that she would die of can- 
. She made herself miserable. She 
ew a wet blanket upon the happi- 
s to which those nearest and dear- 
} to her had a natural right. The 
ire thought of having a periodical 
adical examination made her faint. 
er a lifetime of whining and self- 
dicted torture, the old lady did draw 
last breath: bronchial pneumonia, 
iwhich she had never given an anx- 
fs thought, was the illness that car- 
1 her off; there was not a particle 
ancer in her body. 


nm the masterly Sermon on the 
Hunt, the Son of God gives us some 
dy practical advice on what to fear 
fl what not to fear. “Do not be 
jaid of those who kill the body, but 
@not kill the soul .. . Are not two 
wrrows sold for a farthing? And yet 
8 one of them will fall to the ground 
jhout your Father’s leave. But as for 
di, the very hairs of your head are 
zi numbered. Therefore do not be 
id; you are of more value than 
Way sparrows.” 


't is good to remember, when the 
aspect of possible illness or physical 
a tends to frighten us, that when 
} cross comes, grace to shoulder it 
fully will be given us. God never 
his a burden too heavy on shoulders 
slim. He tempers the wind to the 
‘rn lamb. He knows very well what 
) is doing, and what a human crea- 
{2 can bear. 


2. Fear of economic insecurity. Are 
you one of the many who break out in 
nervous. perspiration. when summoned 
to the. manager’s office? Is fear of los- 
ing your present employment actually 
impairing your efficiency now? . _ 

If so, why not hand your fear of 
economic insecurity over to Christ? As ~ 
he himself says, “Your Father knows 
that you need all these things.” And 
it is enough that he is your Father to 
keep a watchful and provident eye on 
you. a? 

If you are still afraid, maybe you 
need to meditate on Our Lord’s short 
sermon on the futility of worry. “Do 
not be anxious for your life, what you 
shall eat; nor yet for your body, what 
you shall put on. Is not the life a 
ereater thing than the food, and the 
body than the clothing? Look at the 
birds of the air; they do not sow, or 
reap, or gather into barns; yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are not 
you of much more value than they? 

. And as for clothing, why are you 
anxious? Consider how the lilies of 
the field grow; they neither toil nor 
spin, yet I say to you that not even 
Solomon in all his glory was arrayed 
like one of these. But if God so clothes 
the grass of the field, which flourishes 
today but tomorrow is thrown into the 
oven, how much more you, O you of 
little faith.” 


3. Fear of public opinion. Someone 
has said that we would stop wonder- 
ing what opinion people have of us if 
we only knew how very seldom they 
do think of us. They have their own 
problems, cares, anxieties, and are im- 
mersed in them to such an extent that 
what precious time they have left they 
don’t choose to squander on us. Yet 
we tend to think that they are thinking 
about us most of the time. 

And even if they were! The opinion 
our neighbors have of us is not nearly 
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so important as the opinion which God, 
our Creator and Last End, has of us. 
What God thinks of us is what really 
matters; the rest is immaterial and is 
not worth worrying about to any 
extent. 


4. Fear of loneliness. Everyone who 
has lived for some time has left long 
and lonely stretches behind. And there 
are bound to be, almost inevitably, 
similar stretches on the road that lies 
ahead in the unknown future. The 
problem of loneliness exists, at some 
time or other, for every person who is 
born into this world. Does the fear of 
loneliness run you up an emotional 
tree? 

Maybe you will be lonely; but you 
can people that aloneness with spiri- 
tual values. You are never absolutely 
alone. You have God the Father, God 
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit with 
you, if you are in the state of sancti- 
fying grace. And if you are the Cath- 
olic I think you are, your days are 
lived in the sunshine of God’s presence. 
Your soul is His sanctuary. The Mother 
of Christ is close to you. So is the angel 
whom God has commanded to accom- 
pany you every inch of the way—to 
help you tread over asps and noonday 
devils and other encumbrances of the 
sort. 


5. Fear of old age. People who have 
reached the sunset years will tell you 
that every age has its joys and com- 
pensations. he downhill years can 
be beautiful and happy and worry-free. 
Look at St. Paul, that firebrand of the 
Lord, yearning to be dissolved and to 
be with Christ forevermore. Look at 
all the saints rejoicing that old age and 
infirmities associated with lengthening 
years were warning them that the time 
allotted to them in this valley of tears 
would soon be running out. 


Old Brother Andre of Montreal, 
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taken to a hospital in his nineties, jok 
with the interns who were bundli 
him up meticulously. “I look :. 
man leaving for the North Pole,” 
told them, his eyes shining with a 
light. “The Great Almighty is con 
ing!” Thus did he look upon the Ang} 
of Death. And St. Francis took Death 
hand as a Brother—““Welcome Brothe 
Death.” : 

We who have faith know that th 
gracious care of the Lord will be ow) 
in old age as it has been in you 
and in maturity. The God who hi 
taught us from our young days a 
until the present time will not forsa: 
us when we are old and ready tol 
gathered to His bosom. He will 
let go of our hand in our last mome 
He will deliver us and glorify us a 
show us his salvation. Time is fleeti 
and our days are like grass; but t 
kindness of our God is from ete 
to eternity for those who put th 
trust in him. 


6. Fear of darkness. There are dé 
ens and dozens—actually almost thw 
hundred—classified phobias. There’ 
the fear of high places, of closed spac 
of mice and men, of black cats ad 
ladders, of the number thirteen, eté 
CtG: ; 

Psychiatry has the answer for so 
of these and related fears. So has fail 
in very many instances. 

Biographers of St. Rose of Li: 
tell us that at one time she was terri: 
afraid of the dark. One evening, : 
remained in her little garden orat 
until very late, totally absorbed 
prayer. When she put her face in 
doorway, she saw it was as dark 
midnight, Suddenly her father a 
mother walked up the path, look 
for her. Rose heard them drawing cl 
to her and suddenly her fears left | 
“My mother crosses the garden : 
out fear,” she said to herself, “becala 
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father is with her; and shall I be 
pid, having my heavenly Bride- 
Yom always at hand? I cannot see 
at my side; but He is in my heart. 
mother puts her trust in a mortal 
and fears no danger when he is 
h her; and shall I tremble when I 
re my Savior with me?” 


arom that moment on, St. Rose 
w no more terrors in the night. Per- 
s we can learn from her example 
fast out fear which can only hurt 


. Fear of dying. Probably the most 
aversal and deepset fear is a morbid 
jad of dying. But death itself is only 
eginning; it is not the end of our 
yg. As Msgr. Romano Guardini 
e wrote, “The resurrection of 
vist has brought about a funda- 
ital change. No magical cure for 
th has been found, no new ethical 
te of dying achieved. Death remains 
@ality. But it has been taken up into 
#2w connection with life. It has be- 
he the passage into a divine but 
Wnally human life. Now, beyond 
ith, awaits resurrection.” Elsewhere 
writes, ‘““Christ’s death is a fact. To- 
yer with His incarnation and res- 
jection, it is the fact. In this fact, 
ich changes everything radically, the 
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Christian believes, and by believing, 
shares. This participation is man’s re- 
demption.”’ 

There is no sting in death when the 
life that has preceded it has been lived 
with God and for God. Beyond death 
we shall find the everlasting love of 
God and the warmth of His embracing 
arms. 

What are you afraid of? The king- 
dom of God is within you. God is a 
very present help for you in time of 
trouble and emergency. When fear 
paralyzes you and handicaps you in 
your system of living, the Christian 
thing to do is to cast it away from 
you. The relief you will experience 
will be absolutely wonderful. And the 
joy you will give to God by letting 
ga of your fears will have its reper- 
cussions in your own life. Your days 
will be happy days, filled with love and 
confidence in God’s tender care of you. 
He considers you far more important 
than two sparrows sold for a farthing. 
Actually, you did cost His Son's 
Precious Blood! 

What are you afraid of? Tell God 
about it. Then give Him a chance to 
help you face your fears. With him at 
your side to encourage and fortify you, 
you need never know crippling, par- 
alyzing fear of any kind. e 


ORK WITH GOD SIX DAYS 
EST WITH GOD SUNDAYS 
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CONDUCTING THE MONTHLY MEETING 


Methods of Procedure 


THE RITUAL FOR PUBLIC FUNCTIONS is only one of the manuals in use 
tertiaries throughout the country; but since it is in use in so many places \ 
refer to it in this summary of procedure. Though the Third Order -constitutia' 
(articles 63-4) give an outline of the monthly meeting which envisions ¢ 
tendence at Mass and Communion followed by the regular meeting, this ida 
cannot in all likelihood be followed in many of the fraternities in the Uniti 
States, cosmopolitan and inter-parochial as they are. / 


Order for Monthly Meeting 


1. Organist plays and congregation sings opening hymn, such as “Hail, 
Francis Our Father and Patron” (page 111). . 
: 
| 


Oy 


2. Director: “In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the H: 
Ghost. Amen.” Prayers before the meeting on page 1. 
3. Prayers before the meeting Boniplcved, organist intones “Come, Hi 
Ghost” and congregation sings two stanzas (page 26). : 
4. Director: Onenine remarks, announcements and sermon. | 
5 Immediately after the sermon, reception of postulants at the Comni 
nion rail using formula on page 22. 
6. Director returns to the altar and announces the choice of office for | 
day’s meeting, for example, Office of the Passion on page 6, or Liturg@ 
Office on page 9. He instructs the congregation: “The Epistle side is | 
First Choir, the Gospel Side is the Second Choir, the Servers are | 
Chanters.” | 
On days of reception and profession, the recitation of the office or [i 
of it can either be dispensed with, or in large fraternities where there | 
twenty or more for reception or profession, the director may either h|/ 
an assistant director or the minister prefect, the latter garbed in a Thl 
Order habit and surplice, lead the congregation in the Office of the Pass 
when the actual investiture or profession is in progress at the altar. 
Other special ceremonies can also take the place of the Office devot 
or can have the tertiary office “built into” them, for example, the C 
Devotion for the January meeting on page 100. 
April meeting—Renewal of Profession on page 84. 
May mbetines Consecration of the T.O. to the Immaculate Heart, pi 
96. 
June meeting—Consecration to the Sacred Heart, page 85. 
October meeting—Transitus, page 88. 
November meeting—Consecration to Christ the King, page 94. 
December meeting—Crib devotion. 
7. General Absolution on p. 45, when it can be given. 
8. Exposition of Blessed Sacrament, closing prayers, p. 2, Tantum Erge 
9. Closing hymn. 
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| HEY SHALL faithfully, atten- 
sly, and devoutly, recite the office. 
fi this “office” is either the canoni- 
9 Hours, or the Short Breviary al- 
ed by the Church in various forms 
# the lay Brothers and Sisters, or 
7 Little Office of the Blessed Virgin 
ry, or the Our Father, Hail Mary, 
® the Glory recited twelve times 
ty. If it can be done conveniently, 
4) should recite these prayers at the 
ferent times of the day after the 
Maner of the canonical Hours. It is 
amendable to recite them in com- 
n and in the present of the Blessed 
frament. With the exception of the 
onical Hours, these prayers may be 
ited in the vernacular.” Article 59. 
Phis Article deals with the daily 
fitual life of the tertiary, namely 
recitation of the office. The office 
# assigned to us by Holy Mother 
| Church whose duty it is to glorify 
j1, to give thanks for his blessings, 
ask his forgiveness and to secure 
‘the world the graces of which it so 
nestly stands in need. To better 
ferstand this duty, a short review 
the history of the office and the 
ies suggested for Third Order mem- 
/s seems necessary. 

As early as 200 A. D. we find 
listians gathering for prayer every 
| at the third, sixth and ninth hours 
| again in the morning, and evening 
_ at midnight, These different 
yer-gatherings were the cornerstone 
the various “Hours” of our present 
_ office, namely Terce, Sext, None, 
pers, Matins and Lauds. The mon- 
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Coustitatiou Commentary —V 


Singing to the Lord 


astic life contributed the addition of 
Prime and Compline at the beginning 
of the Middles Ages. 

St. Athanasius, in his book De 
Virginitate, reminded. his readers of 
the reasons for assembling for prayer 
at the different hours. He told them 
to pray at the third hour because at 
that hour the Cross was assembled; 
at the sixth hour because then Christ 
was nailed to the Cross; at the ninth 
hour because Christ gave up his spirit; 
before retiring they should pray in 
memory of our Lord’s descent into 
the kingdom of the dead; and finally 
at midnight in remembrance of his 
glorious Resurrection. 

For the first 300 years the observ- 
ance of the canonical Hours was 
merely a norm for the private prayer 
of the faithful and some of the clergy. 
With the dawn of the fourth century 
however, groups of monks and sisters 
founded monasteries and convents and 
continued praying the Hours which by 
this time had definitely become a part 
of the liturgy and therefore a PUBLIC 
PRAYER. 


Gas LIFE involved not only 
the living together but above all the 
working and praying together, so con- 
sequently they chose the most com- 
munal of prayers—the office, This was 
all well and good for the monastery 
but “when the individual priest had 
to say his office and when the obliga- 
tion to do so remained with him even 
on journeys, it became an absolutely 
inevitable prerequisite that the many 


149 


elements of the office should be as- 
sembled into one volume of moderate 
size—a sort of pocket edition. And 
this is the origin of the breviary. The 
earliest examples of the breviary date 
from the tenth and eleventh centuries. 


The most important type of bre- 
viary, and that from which our own 
modern breviary descended, was com- 
piled in Rome at the beginning of the 
13th century. Very soon it was adopted 
by the Franciscans who, from the be- 
ginning, had regarded as their chief 
work that of wandering about to 
preach anywhere and everywhere. 
They spread the Roman breviary into 
all countries. 

Of course we know that the breviary 
underwent many adaptations and 
radical changes until its present form 
settled out as a result of Pope Pius 
XIT’s ardent labors which he began 
in 1945. The canonical Hours there- 
fore is the official public prayer of the 
church-—is it any wonder why it is one 
of the suggested forms of offices to be 
used by Third Order members. 

Realizing that the average tertiary 
would be busy about his daily life and 
business in the world, the second form 
of office was suggested since it was 
shorter. The Short Breviary, al- 
though not an official public prayer of 
the church is nevertheless allowed by 
the Church in various forms for the 
lay Brothers and Sisters. It is similar 
to the Roman Breviary or canonical 
Hours but the number of psalms and 
other prayers have been somewhat 
lessened. Many congregations of nuns 
chant this office daily in the vernac- 
ular. 

The Marianum, or Little Office of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary dates from 
the 10th and 11th centuries and par- 
allels the canonical Hours. This par- 
ticular type is shorter than the Short 
Breviary and is known more widely 
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perhaps because of its simplicity, 
principal promoter was St. Cha: 
Borromeo, 

The recitation of the Little O 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary is enric 
with the following indulgences: 
500 days for each Hour; b) 10 ye} 
for the entire office; c) a plenary 
dulgence once a month for its d 
recitation under the usual conditiai 


| DS FOURTH TYPE of office st 
gested by the Constitution is that) 
the office of the Our Fathers which? 
the easiest and shortest. The office: 
the Our Fathers (sometimes refer 
to as the Seraphic Office), is furt! 
divided into three types; a) the Of 
of the Passion; b) the Liturge 
Office; c) the Seraphic Office, eack: 
which can be said devoutly in — 
than twenty minutes. The office ¢ 
the Our Fathers is another shor 
form of office and is a valid substiti 
for the Divine Office and is thereft 
a public prayer of the Church. | 
cause of its public nature it sho 
always take precedence over any ~ 
vate prayer we may want to say fi 
The Office of the Passion is ca 
posed of short ejaculatory pray 
similar to the opening one at Mat 
“OQ Lord Jesus Christ who on 
eve of thy sufferings didst instit 
the Most Blessed Sacrament, hi 
mercy on us.” Our Father, Hail Mj 
Glory be . . . etc. Each Hour is eld 
with one of the collects from 
various feasts of St. Francis. 


The Seraphic Office is a type ba 
more closely upon that of the brev) 
thus including Psalm 94 and vari 
verses taken from the Epistles 
Gospels. 


The Seraphic Office is a type ba 
upon the Sequence of the feast of 
Francis (October 4). It also 

hymn accompanying it along vith 


hou. Each of these latter offices is 
jatially the 12 Our Fathers, Hail 
sys and Glories enlarged upon. 

yertiaries are free to say their daily 
He for any intention they may de- 
#but since it is a public prayer of 
wChurch it should be said with the 
te Mystical Body in mind. St. 
monse once wrote that “a single 


ested by private devotion.” From 
statement we can understand ‘at 
| in some small degree the import 


-sacrificing spirit that marked St. 
ancis himself . . . No wonder that St. 
Ynaventure said a religious would be 
“good religious if he said his office 
(ll. Far more than private study in 
> life of St. Francis, far more than 
own efforts to imitate St. Francis, 
wn the grace of God bestow upon you. 
t if you say the Office well, it not only 
“ngs upon you directly so much more 
‘the blessed grace of God, but it gives 
much better a title to share in the 
ssings won by the prayers of your 
»thren." 


is 


ERTIARY PRIESTS may use the 
ian-Seraphic Missal and Breviary, 
rding to the regulation of Article 
Likewise, they are recommended 
tompleting the Divine Office, to 
‘e daily some antiphon or respon- 
_and a prayer in honor of our 
ft Father Francis.” Article 60. 
ticle 60 is demonstrative of the 
y and family spirit exemplified by 
Third Order rule and constitution. 
order that priests who are not 
aselves First Order Franciscans but 

members of the Franciscan 
ly through their profession in the 
‘d Order could be united to the 
r in a more perfect fashion, the 


——: 


. 
! 
| 


erence for Fraternity Meeting 
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Franciscan Order obtained permission 
from the Sacred Congregation of Rites 
for all tertiary priests to use the Ro- 
man-Seraphic Missal. This is the reg- 
ulation Roman Missal with the Fran- 
ciscan Supplement of Feasts added. 
Such a Franciscan Daily Missal and 
Supplement would be commendable 
to use by the lay Third Order members 
as a daily means of uniting its mem- 
bers with the Franciscan Family 
throughout the world and also serve 
as a secondary means of acquainting 
us with the various Franciscan saints 
and feasts. 

Fr. Albert Nimeth O.F.M. 

in collaboration with College 

Fraternities 


THE LORD'S DAY 


(From page 143) 


Families need this day to strengthen 
the bonds of love and obedience which 
have ever been its strength. The father 
has no inclination for his paternal du- 
ties after a long day of fatiguing work. 
He needs rest. Children make him 
nervous and irritable. He soon finds 
himself a stranger to them. He loses 
his authority and becomes finally a ma- 
chine that furnishes spending money. 
Proper Sunday observance will help at 
least partially to offset some of these 
disastrous consequences of mechaniza- 
tion. 

It was Pope Pius XI who called all 
employers to recognize and guarantee 
the observance of the Lord’s Day, by 
considering the dignity of labor, the 
needs of the family and by recogniz- 
ing with Leo XIIT: “That the blessings 
of nature and the gifts of grace belong 
in common to the whole human race 
and that to all, except to those who are 
unworthy, is promised the inheritance 
of the Kingdom of Heaven.” ° 
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A COURSE IN FRANCISCAN 
ASCETICISM 


by John Forest Faddish O.F.M. 


—— 


Steeped in Humility 


Ane YOU INTRIGUED by construction 
work? A sidewalk superintendent? It 
is always an interesting sight to behold 
complicated machinery, digging deep 
into mother earth, fashioning a recep- 
tacle for the foundation which will 
support a new skyscraper. And you’ve 
probably noticed that the taller the 
building, the deeper the foundation. 

This principle is especially true in 
the spiritual life. We often stand back 
and admire the great saints of God, 
but if we study their lives closely we 
find that the greater the saint, the 
greater was his attachment to this 
great virtue, St. John Chrysostom says 
that humility is “the root, mother, 
nurse, foundation and bond of all 
virtue.” And Father Cajetan of Ber- 
gamo, O.F.M. Cap., in a treatise on 
humility begins by writing: “In Par- 
adise there are many saints who never 
gave alms on earth: their poverty 
justified them. There are many saints 
who never mortified their bodies by 
fasting or wearing hair shirts: their 
bodily infirmities excused them. There 
are many saints too who were not 
virgins: their vocation was otherwise. 
But in Paradise there is no saint who 
was not humble.” Humility, after 
charity, is the virtue which God loves 
most to see in his saints, 


Christ and Humility 


Christ has given us an example of 
sublime humility. The very act of his 
Incarnation includes all the acts of 
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humility he was to perform in lal 
life. For as St. Paul says: “Thou 
he was by nature God, (He) did : 
consider being equal to God a t 
to be clung to, but emptied hims« 
taking the nature of a slave” (PI 
2, 6-7). It is in the Incarnation t 
all of Christ’s humiliations find th: 
reason and logical explanation. 
Humility is ace virtue Christ war 
us to imitate. “Learn of me for I | 
meek and humble of heart.” Affe 
had washed the feet of the oposi 
he said to them: “Do you know ws 
I have done to you? You call | 
Master and Lord, and you say wi 
for so I am. If, therefore, I the Li 
and Master have washed your fe 
you also ought to wash the feet of « 
another. For I have given you | 
example, that as I have done to y 
so you also should do .. . no serv’ 
is greater than his master, nor is + 
who is sent greater than he who s 
him” (John 13, 13-16). It was his v 
of telling them that they must ow 
look many things among themsel 
and that they must seek always) 
practice the humility he loved. — 
Perhaps the memory of ano 
occasion was still fresh. He was w 
ing ahead of his apostles on the 
to Capharnaum. The apostles bec 
involved in a heated argument. W 
they reached their destination Ch 
asked them what they had been ar 
ing about. But the Evangelist tells | 
“They kept silence, for on the ‘ 


FOR} 


f had discussed with one another 
th of them was the greatest.” 
fst used this opportunity to show 
1 the need for humility and con- 
fed his discourse with the words: 
ny man wishes to be first, he shall 
past of all and servant of all” 


Irk 9, 32ff), 


j. his public life, Christ loved self- 
fement, Whenever honor was paid 
» he directed the credit immedi- 
* to his heavenly Father: “I came 
from heaven, not to do my 
will, but the will of Him that 
# me.’ Yet strangely enough, he 
Hno time giving praise where it 
due to others. Of John the Baptist 
faid: “Among those born of wo- 
# there is not a greater prophet 
John the Baptist” (Luke 7,28). 
n someone sought to bestow 
Se on his Mother with the words: 
ssed is the womb that bore thee, 
@ the breasts that nursed thee,” 
ist answered: “Rather, blessed are 
who hear the word of God and 
fit” (Luke 11, 27-28). 


Jom time to time, however, He 
the veil and allowed some of 
Gollowers to glimpse at his true 
sre, namely, that he was both God 
4Man. Thus he took Peter, James 
i John up into the mountain and 
#transfigured before them. After- 
ils he forbade them to reveal what 
; had seen until “the Son of Man 
Id have risen from the dead” 
'rk 9, 8). He knew, undoubtedly, 
jafter his ignominious death, many 
{would doubt his Divinity. Then, 
+ then only, could these apostles 
age their fears and doubts by tell- 
‘them of their vision—a definite 
f of his Divinity. 


lequently, Christ lashed out at 
> who sought the first places and 
“ed the praise of men. Speaking of 


the hypocrisy of the Scribes and 
Pharisees He said: “All things, there- 
fore, that they command you, ob- 
serve and do. But do not act accord- 
ing to their works; for they talk but 
do nothing . . . In fact, all their works 
they do in order to be seen by men... 
and love the first places at suppers and 
the front seats in the synagogues. . .” 
(Matt. 23, 3-7). He concludes with 
the words: “He who is greatest among 
you shall be your servant. And who- 
ever exalts himself shall be humbled, 
and whoever humbles himself shall be 
exalted” (Mt. 23,>°11212)", 

To spare his disciples embarrass- 
ment he had a word of advice for 
them too: “When you are invited to 
a wedding feast, do not recline in the 
first place, lest perhaps one more dis- 
tinguished than you have been invited 
by him, and he who invited you and 
him come and say to you, ‘Make room 
for this man’; and then you begin 
with shame to take the last place” 
(Luke 14, 8-9). 

Indeed, humility characterizes every 
step of Christ’s life. If we are to be 
true followers of Christ, and of the 
Poverello, it must also be the domin- 
ant feature of our lives. 


Why Francis Loved Humility 

Among the saints, none loved hu- 
mility as much as St. Francis of Assisi. 
He often joined his praises of humility 
to those of poverty: “Holy Lady 
Poverty, the Lord save you, with your 
sister holy Humility” (Words, no. 68). 
His love of humility proved reward- 
ing for the Poverello, because we are 
told that our Lord appeared to a 
sainted son of St. Francis, St. Pacificus, 
and revealed to him that his Seraphic 
Father now occupies the very throne 
which Lucifer once occupied in heav- 
en. 

Francis often reminded his follow- 


ers of the need for humility with the 
words: “What a man is in the eyes 
of God, so much he is, and no more” 
(Words, no. 88). He was often heard 
to exclaim: “Who art thou, O God, 
and who am I?” He realized his own 
nothingness. God had no need of him. 
And even the wonders that he was ac- 
complishing, Francis realized could 
just as easily been performed by some 
other human instrument. Never would 
he dare ascribe any of his success to 
himself, saying: “Just as in a picture 
of our Lord or the Blessed Virgin 
painted on wood, our Lord and the 
Blessed Virgin are honored and yet 
the wood and the painting ascribe 
nothing of it to themselves, so is the 
servant of God a kind of painting of 
God in which God is honored for his 
benefactions, but the servant ought to 
attribute nothing to himself, because 
in comparison with God he is even less 
than wood or painting, indeed he is 
pure nothing” (Words, no. 89). 


This same thought Christ ex- 
pressed to St. Catherine of Siena: 
“Do you know, my daughter, who 
I am and who you are? You are 
happy if you know it; I am he who 
is; you are she who is not.” 


But perhaps nowhere do we find a 
more profound statement of humility 
than when Brother Masseo tried to 
tantalize his holy Father by saying: 
“Why after you? Why after you?” 
When St. Francis asked him to explain 
what he meant Bro. Masseo replied: 
“T mean, why does all the world 
seem to be running after you, and 
everyone seems to want to see you 
and hear you and obey you? You 
are not a handsome man. You do not 
have great learning or wisdom. You 
are not a nobleman. So why is all 
the world running after you?” St. 
Francis rejoiced at hearing such words 
and said to the good Brother: “You 
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want to know why after me? .. 
have this from the all-holy eyes 
God that see the good and the 
everywhere. For those blessed and | 
holy eyes have not seen among 
ners anyone move vile or insuffici 
than I am. And so in order to do 
wonderful work which He intend 
do, He did not find on earth a y) 
creature, and therefore He chose 1 
for God has chosen the base thi 
of the world and the despised,| 
bring to naught the noble and g 
and strong, so that all excellence 
virtue may be from God and not fu 
the creature, in order that no creat 
should glory before Him, but ‘let 1 
who takes pride, take pride in. 
Lord,’ that honor and glory may’ 
only God’s forever” (Little Flows 
ch. 10). 
Franciscan Humility 
= ranciscan humility can be defi 
as “a vivid and a vital recognition 
one’s personal relationship to God. 
is vivid because we realize that if 
stand it fully. It is vital, somet 
living, not just something that t 
speak or hear about. We put it : 
action in our everyday affairs, g4 
or small. And it is in pondering £ 
relationship with God, that we Ff 
ciscans, of all branches, are compo 
to direct all glory to him and no 
ourselves. The more good we acc’ 
plish we will realize that it is 
who is achieving his ends through! 
human instrumentality. It was | 
thought which kept the Poverello » 
conscious of his total dependence u! 
God, and hence free of human pr 
The Franciscan’s model in this 1) 
ter is our Blessed Lady. It was‘ 
ambition of every Jewish maidey 
be chosen by God to be the Ma} 
of the Messias. Mary alone, perl? 
never dared anticipate such an hq) 
She felt so completely unworthy ¢! 
(See page 157) | 


VER THE MONTHS there has 
rged in these pages the figure of 
or little man, in a tattered and 
hed brown habit, whose creed 
expressed completely in his daily 
ers: 

Lord, make me an instrument of 
y Peace. Where there is hatred, let 
%e sow love; where there is injury, 
fardon; where there is doubt, faith; 


‘here there is despair, hope; where there 
darkness, light; where there is sadness, 
Wy. 
O my divine Master, grant that I 
y not seek so much to be consoled, 
to console; to be understood as to un- 
trstand; to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive; 
fi in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
id it is in dying that we are born again 
eternal life.” 


‘Te saw him in the brightness of 
‘morning, happy and gay, going 
1 his first companions to Rome for 
| Pope’s approval of his rule. 

4/e saw him in the heat of the day, 
beabs the first chapter meeting 
‘eling across Italy on his mesmiete 
“neys, going on the crusade to take 
Gospel to the infidels and visiting 
Holy Land. 

‘nd now we go with him towards 
shadows, where, weary, in agony 
1 the disease of his eyes, but in- 
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Brothers are to take nothing as their own, neither 

Ase, nor place, nor anything. And as pilgrims and 
ngers in this world, while serving the Lord in poverty 

humility, let them go confidently in quest of alms; and 
ought not to be ashamed of it, because the Lord made 

self poor in this world for our sake. 


—Sr. Francis oF Assisi 


St. Fraucte of p$s0¢0e—-XV 


by Col. W. Boss, Tertiary 


finitely patient, he attends the Mich- 
aelmas Chapter of A. D. 1220. 

For some months, ever since return- 
ing from the Holy. Land, he had 
been worried over signs of discord 
within the order. Many of the broth- 
ers truly had caught the light of his 
vision of holy poverty, humility and 
simplicity. But many of the brothers 
wanted the order to have monasteries, 
hospitals and universities; they wanted 
the priests within the order to be able 
to become bishops, cardinals and 
popes; they wanted a rule that was 
the same as other monastic rules, and 
they wanted the rule enforced by 
heavy punishment. Further, reason- 
ably enough, they wanted novices to 
serve a novitiate for one year. 

Francis knew that men could be 
taught only by example and _persua- 
sion; never by coercion or angry pun- 
ishment. He could see that in an im- 
mense order such as this had become, 
some form of discipline was necessary, 
but that he was not the man to enforce 
it. 

He opposed with all his heart the 
possession of property or the use of 
money within the order, because of 
the specific instructions of our Lord to 
his disciples. Jesus had said his dis- 
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ciples were to possess nothing, so why 
should the Friars Minor seek to ac- 
quire wealth, influence and power? 


| ee US TODAY, MONEY is such a 
commonplace thing in our lives, such 
a necessity, that it may hard for 
us to understand Francis’ hatred of 
it.- It is necessary to remember that 
before the Renaissance, money was 
only used by the nobility, and never by 
the middle classes or serfs, Now, for 
the first time, money was being used 
as a medium of exchange instead 
of the old system of trade in goods 
and barter. And with the advent of 
money came greed and avarice, legal 
conflicts, malice and hatred. No won- 
der that Francis wanted to keep money 
and property away from his beloved 
order. 

So, when the thousands of brothers 
had arrived for the Chapter Meeting, 
he stood before them and told them 
everything that was in his heart. He 
told them that he was no longer fit 
to govern so great a body and that 
in the future he would be among them 
as one who served. 


The story is best told in the ancient Mir- 
ror of Perfection, which says: “To ob- 
serve the virtue of holy humility he re- 
signed his office in a certain Chapter 
before the friars, saying, ‘From hence- 
forth I am dead to you, but here is 
Brother Peter Catano whom both you 
and I will obey. And bowing himself 
before Brother Peter, he promised him 
obedience and reverence. And the friars 
could not forbear weeping and sighing 
when they saw themselves in a manner 
becoming orphans of such a father; but 
Francis rose, and with his eyes raised 
to heaven, and his hands joined, said: 
‘Lord, I return to thee this family which 
thou hast confided to me, for now, 
as thou knowest, I have no longer the 
strength or ability to keep on caring for 
them. I confide them therefore to the 
Ministers. May they be responsible be- 
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fore thee in the day of judgmenth 

any brother by their negligence or | 

example, or by a too severe discipl 

should ever wander away.” 

Brother Peter died in the follow 
year, and he was succeeded as 
ister General by Brother Elias, 

And Francis, with a few of 
faithful, went to a solitary place, t 
ing his rule with him, to see if he co 
make it more winning to the breth 
He displayed infinite patience and 
derstanding. Though we may lose » 
tience with his saintly patience, Fr’ 
cis was greater, righter and strony 
than we are. His unswerving faith 
that dark hour; his refusal to ry 
that faith by anger or harsh wor 
shows both his saintliness and | 
manliness. 


There are so many lessons to: 
learned from this dramatic episi 
in the life of St. Francis; the less 
of faith and humility. 


Be WHEN I MEDITATE on the? 
of St. Francis, as I so often do, 
things about this incident strike : 
very forcibly. The first is the nate 
question we humans are so fond ¢ 
Why did God let this happen? It | 
for the growth of the soul of St. Fi 
cis. God does not always lead 
along pleasant paths in the val 
sometimes he gives us hills to cli 
and strength for climbing. 

Then I wonder how many of 
Friars Minor became discouraged ¢ 
this discord, and the resignation 
St. Francis. Their prayers for the’ 
fare of their beloved order seemet 
have been unanswered. The futur 
the Order of Friars Minor see 
black indeed. Had God withdr 
himself from them? 

And then I think of a poem 
was published in T7me a year or 
ago, which read: 


FOR 


ked God for strength, that I might 
hieve, 
I was made weak, that I might learn 
humbly to obey. 
ed for health, that I might do greater 
hings, 
I was given infirmity, that I might 
do better things. 
‘Iked for riches, that I might be happy, 
#1 was given poverty, that I might be 
wise ; 
‘Yked for power, that I might have the 
aise of men, 
I was given weakness, that I might 
: feel the need of God. 
‘Tked for all things, that I might enjoy 
e; 
I was given life, that I might enjoy 
all things; 
t nothing that I asked for but every- 
ing that I had hoped for; 
ost despite myself, my unspoken pray- 
s were answered, 
I am among all men, most richly 
blessed. 


he great lesson from St. Francis 
y is this: When a project or a 
liculty has been placed in God’s 
ds, don’t worry, for failure is im- 
fsible. What you think is a disaster, 
his touch is transformed into a 
mph, for his ways are the ways 
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JMILITY 
f (From page 154) 
| 


; when the Divine will was made 
ywn to her she placed her entire 
ps into the hands of God. Her 
agnificat” can truly be called the 
Pile of Humility” for in it she 
nowledges God’s goodness to her. 
e has regarded the lowliness of his 
idmaid . . . he who is mighty has 
ie great things for me .. .” (Luke 
48, 49). However, she does not 
rlook the dignity to which God has 
ied her through her Divine Mother- 
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hood, for she admits that “henceforth 
all generations shall call me blessed” 
(Luke 1, 48), 

It is the same thought that Francis 
has in mind when he reminds his fol- 
lowers: “Consider . . . how great is 
the excellence in which the Lord has 
placed you, because he has created 
and formed you to the image of his 
beloved Son according to the body, 
and to his own likness according to 
the spirit.” You are a child of God and 
never forget it. Act the part at all 
times. Strive to become more and 
more like him through virtue and 
grace. 

Do not, however, become deceived 
by the flesh, as have so many pseudo- 
ascetics. Francis, deep-student of na- 
ture that he was, could see where 
many others went wrong and warned: 
“The greatest enemy of man is his 
flesh. It knows but one thing: to abuse 
the present moment . .. it arrogates 
to itself the gifts which have been 
granted to the soul, and uses them 
for its own praise. It demands praise 
for virtue and grace; applause, for 
watching and praying.” 


Humility vs. Learning 
The question arises, “What position 
must the Franciscan adopt toward 
learning? Did not Saint Francis de- 
spise learning?” Indeed, our holy 
father has been portrayed as_ the 
enemy of science and learning, but 
this is far from the truth. St. Francis 
despised learning for learning’s sake, 
that is, the desire to appear cultured 
before men and nothing more. All 
learning is meant to lead us to God, 
and if it serves this purpose, even the 
Poverello would not interdict it for 
his followers, He realized that learn- 
ing makes many proud and indocile 
and makes the practice of the “little 
virtues” difficult for them. 
(See page 159) 
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Our Lady for Boys and Girls, P. J. Gearson 

Our Lady for Boys and Girls is made up 
of stories about Creation of Adam and 
Eve, the Birth of our Blessed Mother and 
the Life and death of Christ. Each story 
is given a special meaning for boys and 
girls. The story of Adam and Eve reminds 
us that we are born with original sin be- 
cause of the great sin committed by our 
first parents. Even at the time of Mary’s 
birth God knew that she was to be the 
mother of the Redeemer. The author pre- 
sents her birth as the beginning of a new 
era in the world. The book goes into 
detail about the visit of the Angels, the 
perilous flight into Egypt. The most moving 
part of the book is the explanation of 
the Seven Sorrows of Our Lady. The 
sorrows of Mary, however, are more than 
made up for by the joy of the reunion. 
One of the main lessons that the book 
brings to young readers is a greater appre- 
ciation of the role of their parents. The 
book is excellent reading for boys and 
girls—Margaret Rolewicz, age 11. ° 


The General Councils of the Church, John 
L. Murphy, Bruce, $3.50. 

The forthcoming ecumenical council 
proposed by Pope John XXIII has aroused 
new interest in the councils of the past. 
In a sense we can say that the history of 
the Church is intimately bound up with 
the history of past councils. They were 
always momentous events even though 
they were so rare. In the past two thou- 
sand years there have been only twenty 
general councils. In this book Fr. Murphy 
discusses the makeup of a general council. 
He gives a brief summary of the develop- 
ments leading up to the various councils, 
the issues involved and the results. To a 
great extent the general councils revolved 
around strong personalities. So we meet 
men like St. Athanasius, St. Basil and St. 
Gregory, St. Cyril of Alexandria, St. 
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Bonaventure, and many others. This is} 
a history book in the sense that it } 
mere enumeration of names and dates. 1 
author has introduced background, cd 


and —human interest, behind-the-se 
maneuvering, and petty bickerings, 
sessions take on life. Not only inform: 
history, but absorbing reading. 


ne 
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Right Living, Julius Haun, Pageant, $& 

A handbook of general and special ett 
The handbook is divided into two sectiii 
In the first the author establishes { 
principles upon which moral judgment 
made, relying on reason alone. In 1 
second section these principles are app 
to the various aspects of human lifel 
book of this sort is a big help tow 
acquiring a well rounded picture of m# 
theology. It treats all the phases of 
subject in a manner that the average reat 
can easily understand. At the same # 
the scholar will find it highly practicar 
his studies of the subject. Throughout / 
author follows the traditional scholastic! 


With Love and Laughter, Sister Mary’ 
O.P., Hanover House, $3.50. 

This is a delightful book in whic: 
nun recounts her many and varied ex» 
iences. It certainly helps to shatter the » 
conception that nuns are dull and i 
lustre. If there are such it is more becs 
of temperament and personality and | 
because of the life they lead. From | 
book one gets the impression therd 
never a dull moment. There is a q/ 
humor running through the book. At “ 
it suddenly bursts into a hearty la 
One of the saving graces of nuns is t 
ability to see the funny and sunny 
of even blase episodes. Sister Maryal 
has this ability in abundance. If you| 
ceived an unfavorable impression from) 
Nuns Story, take a look at the other 
of the coin in With Love and Laughtel 


VMILITY 
(From page 157) 
Thus he said that if a learned man 
the to the order he would expect 
{ to say: “I have lived a long time 
the world and have not truly 
wn my God. Give me a cell re- 
ved from the clamor of the world 
sre I can meditate on my past 
shut out all distractions and order 
Sjaffairs of my soul.” Then Francis 
* when he has done this, if he is 
# out to preach “his mouth will 
iflow with the fullness of his spirit” 
he has come to the possession of 
» knowledge. 
Vhe Franciscan uses the talents God 
ft him, mindful of the words of 
‘ust: “To whom much has been 
n, much will be required” (Lk. 
8). A crusading spirit, something 
@ that of the Precursor is the dis- 
fuishing mark of the humble Fran- 
jan: “He (Christ) must increase, I 
Bt decrease!” 
ects of Humility 
Mumility will compel us to depreci- 
4 the good we do and give praise 
+thers instead. We will not look for 
ise but rather be content to know 
‘+ we are doing what God wants 
ito do. 
‘t will make us step forward to de- 
41 God’s laws when we see that 
ly are being ignored by others. We 
« not fear the opinions of men, but 
opinions of Him who has _ power 
cast us into everlasting perdic- 
1. Even the naturally timid per- 
, will be amazed how true humility 
/ make him champion the cause of 
ist. 
f humble Franciscan will not seek 
1ors or preferments, but if these 
» bestowed upon him, he will use 
m as a grace given to him by Al- 
+hty God. Through good example 
will try to lead others along the 
h of justice. 
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CALENDAR OF PLENARY 
INDULGENCES 
MAY 


Stalonatiuceot Jaconm Gele@Or 


St. Peter Regaldo Gy) Or-—D.O_R. 
(rest March 30). 


Bl. Benedict of Urbino C. 1 Or— 
Fran. (rest April 30). 


St. Paschal Baylon C..-1 Or. Euchar- 


istic Patron 
. Felix of Cantalice C. 1 Or. 


. Theophilus of Corte C. 1 Or— 
. Ives C. 3 Or. (Fran. June 17) 


. Bernardin of Siena C. 1 Or. 
. Crispin of Viterbo C. 1 Or. 
y Ascension G.A. and-P.I. 
St. Ferdinand King, C. 3 Or. 


St. Angela Merici V. 3 Or. (Fran. 
June 1). 


@Pbituartes 


Sr. Edelharda Hitzlberger, Sr. Omer Al- 
vey (Milwaukee 81); Sr. Josephine Haas 
(Dubuque); Sr. Sixtus Thomas, Sr. Ancilla 
Laehr (Oldenburg); Sr. Adriana Sieben- 
born, Sr. Jovita Schumann (Joliet); Sr. 
Dionysia Mentel (Rochester, Minn.); Sr, 
Raymond Blouin (Little Falls, Minn.); Sr. 
M. Damian (Oldenburg); Sr. M. Evan- 
gelist (Mt. Alvernia, Pa.). 

Chicago: Anna Becker, Philippine Herd- 
rich, Mary Moore, Louise Weinandt, Anna 
Mang, Mary Rowan — Cincinnati: Mary 
Dineen, Agnes Bedinghaus — Cleveland: 
Lillie Jeavons, Celia Brown, John Konte, 
Margaret Boyden, Anna Cadek — Clinton, 
Iowa: Emily M. Weaver — Dayton: Stella 
Hulse—Detroit: Anna McLenaghan, Sylvia 
M. Carlen, Anna Casey, Thomas Scola, 
Mary Van Hooren — Kansas City, Mo.: 
Frances Schwartz—Lafayette, Ind.: Mary 
Werle—Los Angeles: William Barry, Cath- 
erine Geiger — Louisville: Minnie Mann, 
Edith Gerber, Rose Kopp, Mary Meyer, 
Mayme Kruer — Milwaukee: Sophia Ry- 
check, Helen Kietz, Philomena Copper- 
smith, Michela Creer—New Orleans: 
George Karl, Pauline Risha— Paterson: 
Mary Ruffing, William Brophy, Catherine 
O’Brien—Pittsburgh: Anna Staab, Anne 
Egan, Regina Hager, Catherine Dental— 
San Angelo: Claude Webb—St. Louis: 
Mary Canty, Mary Dunne, Mary Pudlow- 
ski, Theresa Girando, Sophia Kurlandski— 
Streator, Ill.: Catherine Meyer, Mayme 
Piaszek, George Hollenbeck—Wichita: An- 
gela Orth—Altoona, Pa.: Pauline Steele— 
St. Bernard, O.: Madalin Schmitt—Quincy, 
Ill.: Rose Sommer, Crescentia Bockhold. 
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W You Can Have 
Complete Franciscan Bookstore 


in your own Fraternity! 


THE FRANCISCAN BOOKCASE 


neiscan Bookease, pictured on the back cover, is a specially selected 
rtment of Franciscan books by the editors of Franciscan Herald 
ass. . 
nciscan Bookease comes to you without costing you a penny! The 
le thing is ON CONSIGNMENT and will be shipped to you POST- 
7E FREE. 
nciscan Bookcase is specially designed; it is made of cardboard— 
psible, easy to assemble, durable. The Bookcase is delightfully 
rated and makes a welcome ‘“‘showpiece” in college lobby, hospital 
shop, Motherhouse library, or any institution conducted by reli- 
s Sisters, Brothers and Priests. 
Nnciscan Bookcase also comes with two cardboard carrying cases so 
the whole Bookcase is easily transportable from one location to 
ther. 
Ynciscan Bookcase is designed with a special display board for 
ch Franciscan Herald Press will supply new posters and informa- 
periodically. 
ciscan Bookcase comes to you completely equipped with a “Libra- 
*s Manual” with complete instructions for trouble-free operation. 
ck Sales Report” is made monthly at which time payment is made 
what is sold less 15% discount. The “Stock Sales Report” is also 
) order-blank. All books come to you postage free! 


=ciscan Herald Press 


H West 51st St. 
fago 9, Illinois 


‘ 
§, we would like you to send us the complete FRANCISCAN BOOKCASE. 
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ENTERED AS SECOND CLASS ¥V 


FRANCISCAN HERALD AND FORUM ‘Ag CHICAGOMPOSEMG | 


1434 West 51st Street 
Chicago 9, Illinois 


Miss Clare V Hale 
3425 Harper St 
Oakland 1 Calif 
61 AP 


FHP SPRING PUBLICATIONS 


READING LIST FOR SPIRITUAL FORMATION 


Compiled originally by Sister Rose Agnes O.S.F., the list has been brougl 
to date and enlarged by the editors of Franciscan Herald Press. The 36 
booklet lists title, author and publisher with brief comment on each pu 
tion. Names and addresses of 68 publishers are also given. Discount on qui 
orders. 50% 


TO THE LEAST 

Life-story of Sister Mary Euthymia, Apostle of Charity 
by Wendelin Meyer O.F.M. 

Though Sister Mary Euthymia died in Munster, Germany in 1955, her 
for beatification is already in Rome. Her religious life was as simple as 
of the Little Flower of Jesus: doing God’s will. An inspiring story of the 
drum life of a hospital Sister ennobled by charity and service to the 
Paper: 95° 


THE BIBLE IN THE LIGHT OF MODERN SCIENCE 


by Bertram Hessler 

translated by Sylvester Saller 

A tremendously important synthesis of modern developments in scienc 
how it affects biblical interpretation, especially of Genesis. Written by an 
in the field and translated by an oustanding archeologist of the Holy Lanq 
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